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Tracing Edward Dampier’s 
Cavalry Issued Carbine Used 

in the Northfield Raid 
 

James A. Bailey 

 

 

Although the Smith Carbine used in the 

Northfield Raid of 1876 is sometimes identified as 

the Wheeler carbine, originally it belonged to 

Edward Dampier, a cavalry soldier during the 

Indian Wars.  However, Wheeler borrowed 

Dampier’s carbine to defend against the James-

Younger Gang who robbed the First National 

Bank of Northfield.  A recent search by the author 

led to the discovery of the Dampier Smith Carbine 

in a private collection in Grand Forks, North 

Dakota.  On November 19, 2010, the carbine and 

accompanying documents were examined.  The 

documents provided convincing evidence that the 

firearm in the collection was the Dampier Smith 

Carbine. 

The first owner, Edward Dampier, was born 

June 8, 1829 in Paris, France.  His parents were 

English but were living in Paris when Edward was 

born.
1
  In 1832 the family immigrated to Waterloo 

in Quebec, Canada.
2
  Edward grew up in Waterloo 

and on October 25, 1853 at the age of twenty-four, 

he married Charlotte Parmelee.
3-4

  Three years 

later Edward and Charlotte immigrated to the 

United States and settled in Steele County, 

Minnesota.  Edward and Charlotte had seven 

children.  All were born in Minnesota except their 

first child, Charles, who was born in Waterloo.  

Before settling in Dakota County, Edward and his 

family relocated several times in southeastern 

Minnesota.
5
 Edward was a farmer, but by 1863, he 

was renting rooms and eventually entered the 

hotel business.
6
 

Indian unrest in the Midwest prompted 

Dampier to temporarily resign from his hotel 

business and enlist in the Minnesota Volunteer 

Cavalry.  On August 4, 1864, Dampier mustered 

in as a private in Hatch's Independent Battalion at 

Saint Paul.  He readily proved his leadership 

abilities and on August 31, he was elected by 

fellow soldiers in Company F to the rank of First 

Lieutenant and commissioned on September 1, 

1864.
7-8

 A few days before Dampier enlisted, 

Major E. A. C. Hatch, the initial commander of 

the Independent Battalion, resigned due to health 

problems.  Although this Minnesota Cavalry unit 

was identified as Hatch’s Battalion throughout 

Dampier's service, it was actually commanded by 

Lieutenant Colonel C. Powell Adams after July 

1864.
9
 

 

 
 

Edward Dampier 
 (Photo Courtesy Suzanne Dampier McGathey, 

Indianapolis, Indiana) 

 

Dampier was assigned to frontier duty in 

Minnesota and remained with Hatch's Battalion 

until April 26, 1866.  At the time of his enlistment, 

Dampier was issued a Smith Carbine.
10-13

 For the 

most part, Union Cavalry soldiers were issued 

Smith Carbines or other types of carbines during 

the Civil War and Indian Wars.  Yet, due to the 

introduction of the metallic cartridge and other 

mechanisms that permitted the development of 

repeating firearms, the Smith Carbine became 



WWHA Journal – October 2012 

31 

 

obsolete before the end of the Civil War.
14

 When 

Dampier returned home from frontier duty, he was 

allowed to keep the Smith Carbine issued to him 

when he enlisted. 

By May 1875, Dampier left Dakota County 

and relocated to Northfield where he opened the 

Dampier House Hotel.
15

 Dampier's hotel faced 

Mill Square and was just a few storefronts across 

the street north of the First National Bank of 

Northfield.  The hotel was located on the east side 

of the street at 401 Division Street and the bank 

was on the west side at 408 Division Street.  

Dampier mounted the .50 caliber Smith Carbine 

on the wall at the hotel.
16

 

 

 
 

Dr. Charles Dampier 
(Photo Courtesy Suzanne Dampier McGathey, 

Indianapolis, Indiana) 

 

Edward Dampier's son, Charles, was working 

at the Dampier Hotel when Frank and Jesse James; 

Cole, Bob and Jim Younger; Clelland Miller; 

Charlie Pitts (also known as Samuel Wells) and 

William "Bill" Chadwell (also known as William 

"Bill" Stiles) rode into town to rob the First 

National Bank of Northfield.  Within a few 

minutes after some of the riders dismounted their 

horses, gunshots rang out on the street.  Shortly 

after two o'clock in the afternoon on September 7, 

1876, Henry Mason Wheeler rushed into the 

Dampier Hotel unexpectedly where Wheeler’s 

friend and classmate at the University of Michigan 

Medical School, Charles Dampier, was working.
17-

18
 

 
 

Dr. Henry Mason Wheeler 
(Photo Courtesy of Hayes Scriven, Executive Director of 

Northfield Historical Society, Northfield, Minnesota) 

 

Moments earlier Wheeler had been relaxing 

in front of his father's store, Wheeler and 

Blackman's Drug Store, which was just a few 

storefronts from the Dampier Hotel when he 

realized the bank across the street was being 

robbed.
19

 Wheeler took cover from the robbers by 

using the back alley from the drug store to the 

Dampier Hotel.  He remembered he had seen a 

firearm at the Dampier and prepared to arm 

himself against the impending threat from the 

strangers he had watched as they positioned 

themselves in and around the bank.
20 

When Wheeler saw Charles, he explained in 

quick detail about the strangers and events that 

were  unfolding  on  the street.   As  he  reached to  



WWHA Journal – October 2012 

 
 

Dampier House Hotel, 401 Division Street, Northfield, Minnesota. 
Wheeler fired the Smith Carbine from the Dampier House Hotel during the raid on the First National Bank 

of Northfield.  The bank was located across the street in the Scriven Building and the bank casts a shadow on 

the street in this photograph. 
(Photo Courtesy of Hayes Scriven, Executive Director of Northfield Historical Society, Northfield, Minnesota) 

 

 

take down Edward Dampier's Smith Carbine from 

the wall, Charles found and handed Wheeler four 

cartridges for the carbine.  While Charles looked 

for more cartridges, Wheeler ran up the stairs and 

positioned himself at one of the front bedroom 

windows on the south side of the hotel.  From the 

window, Wheeler fired the carbine three times.
21-24 

Wheeler fumbled one of the four cartridges 

and it fell to the floor breaking the fragile paper 

case wide open spilling its charge.
25-27

 He missed 

his first target, Jim Younger, but with his second 

shot, he killed Clell Miller.  It is believed he 

severed Miller's left subclavian artery which 

resulted in the immediate death of Miller.  With 

the final shot, he wounded Bob Younger in the 

elbow.
28

  Charles brought Wheeler more 

cartridges but before Wheeler could load another 

round, the robbers fled and headed south on 

Division Street toward the small neighboring town 

of Dundas.
29-30 

Six of the robbers escaped but they left 

behind two of the gang, Miller and Chadwell, dead 

in the street.  Although Dampier's obsolete Smith 

Carbine was not Wheeler's weapon of choice, it 

proved to be deadly.  A. R. Manning fired a 

deadly shot as well.  Manning, a Northfield citizen 

and merchant, killed Chadwell, with a rifle he kept 

in his store.  Not only were two bandits killed that 
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day but two citizens from the Northfield 

community also died, Joseph Heywood and 

Nicholas Gustafson.  Heywood was acting cashier 

and Gustafson was a recent Swedish immigrant 

who was in town on the day of the robbery.
31

  The 

actual circumstances that resulted in Heywood and 

Gustafson's deaths remain unknown. Some 

speculate Heywood wouldn't open the vault which 

antagonized the robbers while others believe he 

could have been reaching for a pistol from the 

cashier's drawer and attempted to shoot one of the 

robbers as they were leaving the bank.
32-33

  There 

is also more than one theory for Gustafson.  Some 

believe Gustafson fell victim to a stray bullet and 

died from the wound while others believe he was 

shot intentionally by one of the robbers.
34-35

 

 

 
 

Clelland “Clell” Miller 
(Photo Courtesy of Hayes Scriven, Executive Director of 

Northfield Historical Society, Northfield, Minnesota) 

 

Although Wheeler used Dampier's Smith 

Carbine and other townspeople used the weapons 

they had at hand to aid in thwarting the robbery, 

the robbers escaped from Northfield.  The James 

Brothers were never captured or tried for the 

robbery.  Nevertheless, on September 21, 1876, 

the Youngers and their friend, Charlie Pitts, were 

surrounded by a posse near Madelia, Minnesota.  

A standoff ensued followed by a shootout.  The 

posse shot and killed Pitts and the Youngers were 

injured and captured.
36

  After pleading guilty 

before the judge to the raid on the First National 

Bank of Northfield, the three Youngers were 

sentenced to serve life sentences in Stillwater 

Prison.  Bob died in prison while Cole and Jim 

lived to be paroled in 1901.
37-38

 

Following the raid, the Rice County citizens 

continued with their daily lives.  Edward Dampier 

remained in Northfield for four years after the raid 

and continued in the hotel business.  In 1880 

Dampier turned his hotel business over to his son, 

Arthur, and moved to Fergus Falls, Minnesota 

where he opened and operated a saloon for nine 

years.  Dampier belonged to one fraternal group, 

the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR).  On 

February 22, 1889, at the age of 59, Edward 

Dampier, died from complications of 

pneumonia.
39-42

 

Edward Dampier’s son, Charles, and Henry 

Wheeler returned to Medical School in the fall of 

1876 where Wheeler completed his senior year 

and Dampier graduated the following year.  Upon 

graduation in 1878, Charles Dampier first 

established a practice in Dell Rapids, South 

Dakota for about six months, then returned to 

Northfield.  After a year, he moved to Crookston, 

Minnesota, where he remained throughout his 

career as a physician.  Dampier provided medical 

services for the community and was surgeon for 

Northern Pacific Railroad for twenty-five years.  

He was active in the community and belonged to 

several fraternal organizations.  When Charles 

Dampier's father died in 1889, Charles inherited 

his father's Smith Carbine.
43-44

 

After Wheeler graduated from the University 

of Michigan Medical School, he attended the 

College of Physicians and Surgeons at Columbia 

University in New York for an additional two 

years of medical training.  Subsequent to 

Wheeler’s medical training, he practiced for about 

a year in Northfield.  In 1881 Adeline Murray, 
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Wheeler's first wife, died during childbirth.  One 

month after Adeline’s death, Wheeler moved from 

Northfield to Grand Forks, North Dakota.
45

  

Wheeler's Grand Forks medical practice and home 

were approximately twenty-five miles from 

Crookston, Minnesota, where his friend, Charles 

Dampier, had settled and established his medical 

practice.
46

  Wheeler, like Dampier, also became 

involved in local politics.  Wheeler served two 

one-year terms as mayor of Grand Forks and 

belonged to local fraternal organizations.  About 

ten years after Edward Dampier's death, Wheeler 

asked Charles if he could borrow the Smith 

Carbine.  He wanted to display it in his office.  So 

Charles loaned the carbine to Wheeler.  Drs. 

Wheeler and Dampier maintained a close 

friendship throughout their lifetime.
47

 

On February 20, 1923, at the age of 68, Dr. 

Charles Dampier died at Bethesda Hospital.  Like 

his father, he too succumbed to complications of 

pneumonia.
48

 Upon his death, the Smith Carbine 

was given to Dr. Wheeler.
49 

Wheeler was married to his second wife, 

Josephine E. Connell, when Charles Dampier 

loaned Wheeler the Smith Carbine.  Josephine, 

died in 1914 and in 1922 Wheeler married his 

third wife, Mae McCulloch.  They had one child, 

Henry Mason “Hank” Wheeler, who was born 

April 30, 1924.
50-51

 Although the carbine was in 

Dr. Wheeler's possession for thirty-two years, he 

actually owned it for only seven years before he 

died on April 13, 1930.
52

 Since Wheeler's son, 

Hank, was only seventeen days from being six 

years old when his father died, the carbine went to 

Dr. Wheeler's wife, Mae.  However, seven years 

later when Hank was about thirteen Mae gave 

Hank the Dampier Smith Carbine. 

After Dr. Wheeler died, Mae Wheeler hired a 

young Norwegian immigrant, Bertha Lund, as her 

housekeeper.  During Bertha's employment in the 

Wheeler home, Hank and Bertha developed a 

lasting friendship.  In fact, they remained friends 

long after she left the Wheeler service.  When she 

no longer worked for the Wheelers, Hank 

occasionally visited her at her family farm in 

Manvel, North Dakota.  In 1940 Bertha married 

Charles R. "Toots" Dickson and moved to Gilby, 

North Dakota.  At first, Hank didn't visit Bertha as 

often as he did before she married.  However, after 

meeting Dickson, Hank developed a lifelong 

friendship with Bertha's husband too.  So from 

time to time, Hank visited the Dicksons in Gilby.  

Dickson who learned about the Smith Carbine 

from Bertha, offered to purchase it if Hank ever 

wanted to sell it.
53

 

 

 
 

Henry “Hank” Wheeler holding the Dampier 

.50 Caliber Smith Carbine 

(Photo Courtesy Daily Herald, Grand Forks, 

North Dakota, May 21, 1953) 

 

Hank’s mother, Mae, died March 29, 1967.
54

  

Before her death, Hank had possession of the 

carbine for nearly thirty years.  Six years 

following her death, he finally made the decision 

to sell it.
55-56

 In 1973, Hank offered to sell the 

firearm to Charles R. Dickson since Dickson had 

expressed an interest in the carbine.
57
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Before Dickson made the purchase, he wanted 

evidence that the Smith Carbine was the one used 

by Dr. Henry M. Wheeler in Northfield in 1876.  

So, he asked Hank to confirm the authenticity of 

the firearm.  In return, Hank provided an affidavit 

on his Rochester, Minnesota insurance business 

stationery to Dickson dated September 7, 1973, 

the ninety-seventh anniversary of the Northfield 

Raid.  He confirmed that the Smith Carbine was 

the one used by his father in Northfield.  Hank 

also provided the serial number 19359 in his 

September 7
th

 affidavit.  Dickson purchased the 

carbine in 1973 and kept it for seven years until 

1980 at which time he sold it to the current owner 

in Grand Forks, North Dakota.
58-59

 

 

 
 

Charles R. Dickson 
(Photo Courtesy Jane Dickson Graveline, Bismarck, 

North Dakota) 

 
The single-shot .50 caliber breech loading 

Smith Carbine purchased from Dickson by the 

current owner was marketed by Poultney and 

Trimble of Baltimore and manufactured by 

Massachusetts Arms Company in Chicopee Falls 

Massachusetts.  The date stamped behind the sling 

ring is June 23, 1857.  The carbine has a walnut 

stock and blued finish.  The overall length is 39 ½ 

inches with a barrel length of 21 5/8 inches.  The 

carbine has a nickel blade front sight and open leaf 

rear sight without graduations.  The serial number 

19359 is stamped near the hinge. 

Determining the caliber of a firearm is 

sometimes confusing; however, the bore diameter 

generally determines the caliber.  The caliber also 

approximates the diameter of the bullet.
60-61

 The 

Smith Carbine is sometimes referred to as a .52 

caliber perhaps because the bullet is .52 

hundredths of an inch in diameter.  However, the 

military designation for the Smith Carbine that 

was originally issued to Edward Dampier was .50 

caliber.
62

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Smith Carbine owned by Edward Dampier 
(Photos by author) 

 

In addition to the Smith Carbine, Hank 

Wheeler sold Charles R. Dickson the 14 K gold 

Elgin pocket watch, serial # 2495, that was given 

to Wheeler by the First National Bank of 

Northfield.  Dickson also purchased the .38 caliber 

single action top break Smith and Wesson 

revolver, serial # 95488, which Wheeler carried 

with him in his pocket for years after the robbery.  

Hank said his father carried the revolver most of 

his adult life because of the threats made by the 
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Miller family.  Dr Wheeler’s son, Hank, also 

provided Dickson with paperwork authenticating 

the watch and revolver.  When the current owner 

purchased the Smith Carbine, he also purchased 

those two items.
63 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

(Above) 

Bullets cast for Smith Carbine paper cartridge.  

The bullets manufactured for the Smith 

Carbine paper cartridges were 360 grains and 

have less of a ring above the cannelure  

or groove. 

 

(Below) 

Bullets cast for Smith Carbine Indian rubber 

and gutta-percha cartridge.  The bullets 

manufactured for the Smith Carbine Indian 

rubber and gutta-percha cartridges weighed 

approximately 345 grains and had a more 

defined ring above the cannelure. 
(Photos by Author) 

 

Since the 1876 Northfield Raid, seven people 

have owned the Dampier Smith Carbine.  The 

succession of owners include:  Edward Dampier, 

the original owner; Dr. Charles Dampier, Edward 

Dampier's son; Dr. Henry M. Wheeler, Dr. 

Charles Dampier's friend and medical school 

alumni; Mrs. Mae McCulloch Wheeler, Dr. Henry 

M. Wheeler's third wife; Henry M. "Hank" 

Wheeler, Dr. Henry M. Wheeler's son; Charles R. 

Dickson, Hank Wheeler's friend; and the current 

Grand Forks owner. 

The famous carbine remained in the Dampier 

and Wheeler families or was owned by someone 

with an intimate connection to these two families 

for a total of one hundred and sixteen years.  

Despite its longevity, this historic firearm has 

undergone a relatively short journey.  In tracing 

the Dampier Smith Carbine, it has remained in the 

Midwest where the venerated Smith Carbine 

continues to be held in a private collection. 

 

Endnotes: 
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